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Bi-monthly. 
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‘ Banga Hitaishi” Be ... | Bhowanipore | 
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“ Education Gazette” _... Hooghly lst ditto. 
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30 | “ Samachar Chandrika” ois Ditto Sth to 7th _—_ ditto. 
31 |‘ Banga Vidyé Prak4shiké’”’ Ditto 2ndto7th ditto. 
$2 | “ Arya Mihir” ae Ditto 
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Pusitic ADMINISTRATION. 


We extract the following observations from an article in the Sahkachar, of 
the 25th February, headed “ A Famine Tax” ;— 
We agree with most of the sentiments 
expressed by the Hon’ble Kristo Das Pal, in connection with the License 
Tax Bill, in the Legislative Council, and are of opinion that both canals and 
railways may be of service when a famine rages in the land. We have no faith 
in the idea, that they may be a means of preventing the recurrence of this 
calamity ; no body, however, will ever be disposed to question the great advan. 
tage of canals so constructed as to be navigable by boats. Ifa tax be imposed, 
the proceeds should be expended on some work of public utility, instead of 
hording them up in the treasury,—which is plainly an absurdity, and equally 
opposed to all principles of political economy and finance. An extension of 
railways will doubtless prove beneficial. The experience of the last ten 
years has taught us that, in the event of a famine breaking out in any 
one province, a sufficient supply of grain may be obtained from other parts. 
It was not because there was no grain in the country that people perished 
from want of foodduring the Orissa famine; it was the absence of the 
means of communication and transport which aggravated the calamity. 


A Famine Tax. 


Who will deny that, if Government, undertakes an extension of railways, 


and connects the Metropolis with Jessore and other places of Kastern Bengal 
by the same means, much good will accrue? The question, nevertheless, 
arises, When will the Home Government act justly by us in the matter of 
finance? We are convinced that, had the Government of India but the 
power, not one rupee would be wastefully expended. It has persistently, for 
some years past, protested against the conduct of the Home Authorities in 
this connection. We, however, fear that the Government of India has not 
been able to enter their protests as firmly as they ought. The whole native 
population regards the financial policy of the British Government towards this 
country as really scandalous. Were the Home Authorities made acquainted 
with the dissatisfaction, which exists among the people on this subject, might 
not some salutary measures be adopted ? 
2. The Bharat Sangskdrak, of the 25th February, thus enumerates 
ok the probable consequences of the proposed 
panel le Gems the East Indian transfer of the East Indian Railway into the 
. hands of Government. Should Government 
decide upon purchasing this railway, it is almost certain that a new tax will 
be imposed upon the people, owing to the want of funds available for the 
prosecution of public works at the present time. It is doubtful whether, 
under State management, the passengers will be able to enjoy the same 
advantages and comforts as now. The Railway employés, once known as 
Government officers, will cease to have consideration for the public. . Now 
the police is ready to arrest a servant of the Railway, should he be found to 
misbehave in any way ; forthe police is under Government. But, when both 
are under it, who will play the censor? Those that have travelled on the 
Northern Bengal, Rajpootana, and State Railways are well aware of the 
advantages and disadvantages of passengers using such lines. 
3. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 27th February, thus writes, in the 
Sa course of an article on the subject of “A 
Famine Commission” :—It is probable that 
only Europeans will be appointed as members of this Commission, to the 
exclusion of natives; and, even if the latter are admitted, there will 
probably be no agreement of opinion between the parties. Be that as it 
may, we would ask that men, possessing the impartiality of Mr. Bright or 
Professor Fawcett, should alone be selected for this task. There should 


cs) 


i uch Europeans and two natives, namely, Sir Dinkar Rao and 

ol Salar s ns Rchadoce. Regarding the true causes of the ‘recurrence 

of famines in this country, the Editor supposes they will be found in the 
verty of the people, and the unrestricted exportation of food-grains. | 

e 4, Adverting to Mr. Kden’s recent Resolution, on the administration of 


Hispv Banstga. 


the Medical Department and the appointment of ¥ebrssry 27th, 1678. 


The Commission to inquire into the 4 Qommission to inquire into the expenditure 
cea el RIN incurred in this branch of the public service, 


the same paper makes the following remarks :—Should the reasons assigned 


in justification of this measure prove true, there is only too much cause for 
fear. Had the allegations, which have found a place in this Resolution, been 
made of any native officers, it is probable that, not only would they have 
been dismissed from the public service, but have been thrown into prison as 
well. The circumstances, however, are such as may well create suspicions 
in His Honor’s mind ; and the earnest manner in which a Commission has 
been appointed shows his exceeding generosity and courtesy. _ ce 
5. We extract the following from an article, in the Bhdrat Mth, of 
the 28th February, headed “ High Appoint- 
ments and educated natives,” in which 
reference is made to the address recently 
given by Mr. Eden to the students of the Oriental Seminary in Calcutta. 
We fully admit the truth of His Honor’s remark, that the educated 
natives would not cease to find difficulty in earning a livelihood, even if 
all the appointments under Government were thrown open to them. His 
Honor has not, however, quite understood the burden of our complaints, 
The agitation we have made on the subject of high appointments proceeds 
from different motives. We are not certainly so foolish as to imagine that 
Government is bound to provide every educated native with a situation. No 
Government is able to do this. What we urge is that, being children 
of the soil, we have an inherent right to all offices under the Government of 


High appointments and educated 
natives. 


the country ; and that, in keeping them from us, the Rulers have acted most 


unjustly. Whether the number of such offices be two, four, or ten, why 
should an educated native, if he be competent, be kept out of it? His only 


fault seems to be that he does not belong to the race of- the conquerors. 


Had Government but ceased to consult the interests of Englishmen, and 
treated us with impartial consideration, we might have long since held offices 
in the army and other departments of the administration. In that case, 
there would have been nothing like the high salaries which obtain at the 
present day. We, however, thank the Lieutenant-Governor for the interest 
he has taken in the prospects of the educated natives. The problem is a 
difficult one, and has attracted the attention of His Honor not a day too 
soon. 

6. The same paper thus concludes an article on the Famine Com- 
ey ee ey mission, which is about to be appointed :— 


Whether it is the high rate of rent that’ 


prevails, the existence of the permanent settlement of land, an insufficient 
rainfall, or whatever else that is referred to, the recurrence of famines is 
ultimately due to the extreme poverty of the people. We believe that such 
an expensive administration as the present one is not, in the first instance, 
suited to the country; and, secondly, that its gradually increasing cost is 
aggravating the miseries of the people. So long as Government does not 
make a reduction in its civil and military charges, the inherent causes of 
famine will not cease to operate. 

7. The Education Gazette, of the lst March, refers, in the following 
g.nPpointment of Natives to the Civil terms, to the recent appointment of the younger 

: brother of the Maharajah of Durbhunga to the 
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te 


Indian Civil Service :—Although it is more desirable that the appointment of 
natives to superior offices under the State should be made according to the 
merits of candidates, tested by means of competitive examinations, than that 
it should depend entirely upon patronage ; still, in the absence of the former, 


the present favour is not.to be overlooked. It must, however, be admitted 


that the people will not be satisfied with the concession, so long as wealth, 
and not merit, is a passport to it; and the appointments are few and far 
between. If it is really desired to give effect to the noble intentions of 


Government in this matter, the authorities must be prepared to show 4 


larger measure of generosity towards the natives than has hitherto fallen to 
their lot. 


8. The Prattkdr, of the lst March, contains hed poe ris es 

ing the intended visit of the minor Maharajah 

oak Governmaak ‘ spa Cooch Behar to England, after ‘ts 
marriage with the daughter of Baboo 

Keshub Chunder Sen. The memorial presented by his grandmother to the 
Commissioner of the Division is given ¢” eatenso ; and Government is warned 
against sanctioning the visit, on the ground that it would be an interference 
with the religious and social customs of a minor’s family. The people will 
lose their confidence in the institution of the Court of Wards, which is s0 


popular at the present time, if the feelings of the minor’s relatives are thus 
unjustly wounded. 


9. In an article headed the * Mahomedan versus the British Govern- 


ment,’ the Grdmbdrtad Prakdshika, of the 2nd 
The Mahomedan versus the British 


Paisschonsmncy March, reproduces the observations, made by 
the Soma Prakash, in its two last issues, and 
noticed in paragraph 4 of our last Report. He adds: Itisa fact that, 


although the people are far happier under the present rule than under the 
Mahomedans, as regards the security of life and property, and immunity 
from oppression, they are nevertheless discontented ; and the reason is not far 
to seek. In spite of the horrible oppressions committed by the Moslems, 
there was but little or no taxation. The case is quite different: at the 
present day. The people have sunk into extreme poverty, and groan under 
the burden of taxation, which is daily increasing; while free trade principles 
being now in the ascendant, the country is almost drained of its food-supply. 

10. Writing on the subject of the newly appointed Famine Commis- 


eee sion, the Hindu Hitaishini, of the 2nd March, 

| attributes the frequent recurrence of famines 
in India to tbe high prices which generally prevail, owing to free and 
unrestricted exportation of food-grains from the country. Government, 
unlike the Mahomedan rulers, who adopted the country as their home, and 
were thus greatly interested in her welfare, rather seeks to promote the 
commercial interests of the British nation than to increase the material 


| bes pt of the native millions committed to its charge; and thus we 


ave the spectacle presenting itself of famines raging in the land, while 
exportation is as brisk as ever. The writer then takes exception to. the 
appointment of General Strachey as the President of the Famine Commission, 
believing him to be the same person, who, in his capacity of Finance Minister 
to the Government of India, has introduced the new Taxation Acts. 
11. The same paper contains an article headed, “ Government should 
ET oki ACE eae curtail extravagant expenditure.” It 3 
State Church in India. ~Ss«( Served that, while Government has so many 
ways open to it for making reductions, ins 
of having recourse to any of those measures, it prefers saddling the people 
with increased taxation. Sir John Strachey has laid a License Tax. even 02 


& 


(7 7 
classes whose monthly earnings do not exceed Rs, 8; while be, has 


ympathy. towards those public officers. who draw high salaries. 
tes uiliacr chars are susceptible of. considerable retrenchments, 
Government, however, is unwilling to touch the pockets of Europeans; and 
shows its love of economy, by occasionally abolishing the. posts of some 
dufftries on Rs. 6 a month. In spite of the proclaimed religious neutrality 
of Government, it annually expends, from the public revenues, a sum of 
fifteen lakhs of rupees on the maiatenance of a State Church in India for the 
benefit of a small number of Christians, to the utter exclusion of the 
followers of other creeds, from whom the greater part of this money 1s 
obtained, and who do not enjoy the least support from the State in the 
matter of religion. Considering the civilization of the Government, its 
pledge of religious neutrality, and the needs of the Exchequer, this 
annual charge on account of a State Church cannot too soon be discontinued. 
The Editor expresses his warmest approbation of the sentiments set forth in 
a recent memorial to Parliament on the subject, ee 
12. In an article on the projected visit of the minor Rajah of Cooch 
Behar to England, the Dacca Prakésh,. of 

The Rajah of Cooch Behar and the 8rd March, makes the same observations 


Government. as those noticed in paragraph 8 of this Report, 


EDUCATION. 


13. The Bhdrat Sangskarak, of the 25th February, makes the follow- 
ing remarks respecting the Bethune Girls’ 
School at Calcutta :—This institution has been 
much like a wealthy minor without guardians to watch over his 
conduct. Its condition inspires the observer with a feeling of regret for the 
moment; but this does not improve the state of matters. We ask what has 
become of the proposals, which were made a year ago, by Mr. Eden towards 
its improvement? It is now said that the school will be abolished; nor does 
this seem improbable, considering the reductions which are being made in the 
Education Department at the present time. | 

14. The Vacca Prakdsh, of the 3rd March, in noticing the four 
newly-created posts of Assistant Inspector of 
Schools in Bengal, urges the claims of Baboo 
Dina Nath Sen, the Head-master of the Dacca Normal School, to one of these. 
The marked abilities of this gentleman deserve some recognition at the 
hands of Government. 


The Bethune Girls’ School. 


Baboo Dina Nath Sen. 


Locat. 


15. A correspondent of he Sahachar, - ee spin Februards pe 
; the attention of the Inspector-General of 
out Bheoaieal Sab Bagistyy 00+. Registration to the corruption and bribery which 
prevail among the omlah of the Rural Sub-Registry office at Khanakul. 
The inhabitants are, in consequence, subjected to great harassment. The 
Sub-Registrar, although he is well aware of the faults of his subordinates, 
winks at them. | 
16. We give the substance of an article headed the “ Lieutenant- 
Mr. Eden and the Mymensingh Governor and the Mymensingh Railway,” from 
Railway. the Bhdérat Mihir, of the 28th February :— 
| Mr. Eden is entitled to our gratitude for his efforts to remove the misery of 
ymensingh, by sanctioning the construction of a Railway to this district, 
which, from want of communication, has always been neglected by Govern- 
ment. For this cause, trade is almost at a standstill; and even for adminis- 
trative purposes, important public officials find themselves unable to visit it. 
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GRaMBARTA 
PRAKASHIR A, 


March 2nd, 1878. 


Curnma PrakasH, 
March 3rd, 1878. 


JaM JAHANNUMA. 


Himpvu RawnJixa, 
February 27th, 1878. 


(8) 
The proposed Railway, therefore, if constructed, will be a great boon to the 
inhabitants, who will ever remember this act of Mr. Eden with a sense of the 
warmest gratitude. 
Now that the surveying operations are about to commence, Gover. 


ment should let the public know to what route to Mymensingh they haye 
accorded the preference ; for on this the good of the district greatly depends, 


According to the Editor, the best route is that which has been proposed from 


Shabhar to Mymensingh ; Dacca being connected with the former by a branch 
line. In conclusion, His Honor is besought to expedite the work, now 
that funds for its prosecution have been made available by the introduction 
of a new tax. 

17. A correspondent of the Grdmbartad Prakdshkd, of the 2nd 

March, writing from Goalundo, notices a 

akaiiilie te 0 eon dats. "® ~serious outbreak of cholera among a batch 

of laborers, about 100 in number, engaged 

by Messrs. Begz, Dunlop & Co., of Calcutta, while proceeding to the 

labor districts. Some deaths have already taken place, and several men 

are in a precarious condition. The sufferers do not seem to have any faith 

in the efficacy of the medical treatment to which they have been 
subjected. 

18. The Culna Prakash, of the 3rd March, gives a detailed account 
of a visit recently paid to Culna by the Magis- 
trate of Burdwan. The interest taken by him 
in education, and his courtesy, have made him 
exceedingly popular with the inhabitants. 

19. The Jam Jahannuma states that the scarcity in zillah Behar is 0 

_ great that rice can with difficulty be had at 

Behan, tate of weather and crops in 8 or 10 seers for the rupee, where last year 
it was 25 seers; the price of the othcr grains 

is likewise rising daily. The frequent falls of rain have produced a worm 
called kungrd which has eaten the rwbbee crops and the poor are starving. 
The Editor urges upon Government the necessity of expediting the construc- 


The Magistrate of Burdwan in 


tion of the Railway from Patna to Gya, which might, at the present time, be 


cheaply constructed, and the poor would be relieved by finding employment. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


20. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 27th February, writes a highly 
eulogistic article on Mr. Bright, and gives the 
substance of his recent address on the subject 
of Indian famines. We make the following extract from it:—If all 
Englishmen, especially the Indian Viceroys, the Lieutenant-Governors, and 
other high officials, had been like Mr. Bright, we might have been perfectly 
easy, and the country would have become a second Kingdom of Heaven. 
Even if a two-anna portion of Englishmen had been like that great man, the 
people of India would have been immensely happier. His outspoken 
independence and impartiality are truly commendable. | 


Mr. Bright. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 


BenGaLt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, Government Bengali Translator. 


The 9th March 1878. 
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